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     The golf balls are the important things-your God, 
family, your children, your health, your friends, and 
your favorite passions-things that if everything else 
was lost and only they remained, your life would still 
be full. The pebbles are the other things that matter like 
your job, your house, and your car. The sand is every-
thing else-the small stuff. 
"If you put the sand into the jar first," he continued, 
"there is no room for the pebbles or the golf balls. The 
same goes for life. If you spend all your time and en-
ergy on the small stuff, you will never have room for 
the things that are important to you. Pay attention to 
the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with 
your children. Take time to get medical checkups. Take 
your partner out to dinner. Play another 18. There will 
always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal." 
Take care of the golf balls first, the things that really 
matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand. 
One of the students raised her hand and inquired what 
the coffee represented. 
     The professor smiled. "I'm glad you asked. It just 
goes to show you that no matter how full your life may 
seem, there's always room for a couple of cups of cof-
fee with a friend."  
     I look forward to seeing all of you at our next meet-
ing on Tuesday, October 26, 2004 and enjoying at least 
one cup of coffee with you.  Have a safe, healthy and 
productive month. Pat Harkins 

from your President  
continued from page 1 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

G eorgia A ssociation of B usiness B rokers  

ELECTION OF  
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS FOR 2005  

 

The Nominating Committee and the 
GABB Board of Directors nominates and 
recommends the following slate of candi-
dates for election to the Board of Directors 
for 2005. Other qualified members may be 
nominated by any member in good stand-
ing by contacting any current Officer or 
Director on the GABB Board. A vote by 
the membership will be taken at the NO-
VEMBER 30,2004  MEETING.  
 
 OFFICERS     
 President:Pat Harkins   
 Vice President:Greg DeFoor  
 Treasurer:Art Lennig   
 Secretary:James Welch    
    
 DIRECTORS  
 Dave Chambliss  
 Tom MacPherson   
 Van Watkins   
 David Still   
  
The membership recently voted and 
passed an amendment to the by-laws of 
the association effective with 2005, add-
ing one additional Director to the Board 
and allowing the first Past President to 
vote, thereby giving 9 votes. The first Past 
President is Kathryne Pusch, who pre-
ceded Pat Harkins. 

 N ew  A ssociate M embers  
 

 Eric Trepes, Joseph Pettit,        
 Andy Yeh, Richard Hart       
 Metrobrokers/GMAC        
 Roswell, Ga.           
 404-843-2500         
           
 Dana Smith      
 Prime Business Investments     
 Tucker, Ga. 
 770-491-3710 

P ending A ctive M ember  
 

Joseph Saxby 
The Saxby Realty Group 
Lithonia, Ga. 
770-981-8457  
 
P ending A ssociate M ember  
 

David Kim 
Metrobrokers/GMAC 
Roswell, Ga. 
404-843-2500 
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EDITORS NOTE 
 
 

"An economic down-
turn is when  

they don't have money.  
 

A recession is when  
you don't have money 

  

and  
a depression is when  
I don't have money." 

-Sanford Mims  
 

Just some food for thought!    
 

 James Welch    
Editor 

Exclusive Listings 

 GABB members enjoy the privilege of having the best data management system of any association of busi-
ness brokers in the USA. GABB/BBMS supports the details of listing maintenance, monitoring of BBMS 
visits, and profile preparation for presentation of each listing that is very informat ive to prospective buyers. 
The information in a well prepared listing profile enables each of us to co-broker another member’s listing 
with confidence and clarity. 
 

 Spreads the Word 
 With no further effort beyond entering the listing data in the BBMS your listings are auto uploaded and 
displayed at no further cost to a member in www.gabb.org, www.bizmls.com, www.firstlist.com, 
www.b izforsell.com, and www.bsbx.com. Those members who elect to participate (for a monthly fee) in 
www.mergerplace.com also have their listings auto uploaded to that listing exchange. Keep in mind that 
your own website can be programmed to d isplay all listings within the GA BB/BBMS. 
 

 The Rules! 
 As a refresher, check out Section 4.01 of the BBMS Rules and Regulations. It says, “All exclusive right-
to-sell listings to include exclusive right-to-sell listings that exclude certain buyers must be posted to 
the BBMS data base within 7 days following the listing effective date.” Section 10 –  Disciplinary  Ac-
tions and Fees - details monetary penalties for non-compliance. Everyone is encouraged to work within the 
spirit of the system – it benefits your sellers and your buyers – and you get paid quicker! 
 

 Henry L. Hicks, CBI, M&AMI 

Chair, BBMS Committee 

2004 Member/Guest  
Holiday Party! 

Mark your calendars!  Again this year we will  
have our Annual GABB Holiday Party.  

DATE: Wednesday, December 8th 
TIME: 7p.m. 

The place will be announced in the November 
newsletter. Remember, the Holiday party serves  
as our only meeting in December!  Entry to the 
extravaganza this year will again be a new childs  
toy, per person attending. Helen Stahel has gra-
ciously agreed again this year to present these 
toys to Egelston Children's Hospital for the kids  
hospitalized during the holidays. Make plans  
NOW to attend this evening of fun, food and fel-
lowship with your        fellow members and 
guests! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

MEET A MEMBER—Up Close & Personal 
Name: Henry L. Hicks  
Company: Georgia Business Associates, Inc.  
Position: Chairman and CEO 
 

Henry L. Hicks acquired Georgia Business Associates, Inc., which was founded in 1979, from its owners in 
April 1997.  Prev iously, he had been engaged in  business brokerage with another firm since 1992. Profession-
ally, he has served as Chairman of the Board, Treasurer, and Director of the 1,300 member IBBA. He is cur-
rently serving as Director of GABB, member since 1993, and he previously served as Treasurer and was in-
strumental in the o rig ination of GABB’s Spring  Conference and the MLS service. Cert ified Business Interme-
diary, Merger & Acquisition Master Intermediary, and Fellow of the IBBA designations have been received 
from IBBA. He has served IBBA as Chair of Publications Committee, Ed itor of the IBBA News, Chair o f 
Membership Committee, and Chair of Government Affairs. Henry is a CPA having worked with KPMG Peat 
Marwick in Atlanta in the 1960s. He served as EVP of a major Atlanta mixed use real estate developer in the 
1970s and Chairman of the Board and CEO of a savings bank in North Carolina in the 1980s.  
 

Affiliations /Accomplishments : 
Jaycee of the Year from Roswell Jaycees 
Boss of the Year from Rocky Mount Professional Woman’s Club 
President of Rocky Mount, NC, Kiwanis Club 
Chairman of Board, North Fulton Child Development Association 
Trustee, Chattahoochee Nature Center 
Trustee, Georg ia Ensemble Theatre 
Member, Roswell Zoning Committee 
Chair, GABB/BBMS Committee 
Member, Institute of Business Appraisers 
Broker Member, Atlanta Board of Commercial Realtors 
 

All about H e n r y ... 

I am a native of Alpharetta, receiv ing a BS in Industrial Management from Georgia Tech and a Masters from 
Georgia State University. I served in the U.S. Navy with stateside duties in the 1960s. I held the honor of 
President of the Roswell Jaycees when the club was recognized as Best in the State and second best in the 
USA. Currently I am an Elder at Roswell Presbyterian Church where I have served as Treasurer and Deacon. 
As a  member of the Roswell Rotary Club, I hold  a perfect attendance record for 12 years and serve as a mem-
ber of the Charity Committee.  My wife, Anne, and I have been married for 43 years and very much en joy our 
four grandchildren.   

 4 G eorgia A ssociation of B usiness B rokers                   

GABB NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION- TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2004 
 

 ALL NEW MEMBERS  OF GABB WHO HAVE NOT ATTENDED AN ORIENTATION MEETING 
THIS YEAR ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND. 

Orientation will be held at the DEKALB BOARD OF REA LTORS following the regular GABB meeting 
from 12:00-5:00 pm.  Lunch will be provided at no cost. BBMS TRAINING will fo llow and be a part  of ori-
entation. PLEAS E EMAIL OR CONTACT HANK TANNER NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, 
       OCTOBER 22 WITH YOUR CONFIRMATION OF ATTENDANCE 
PHONE: 770-534-5868 LEAVE A MESSAGE                     EMAIL: nationalbusiness@mindspring.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Affiliate Spotlight:   
200 North Point Center East, Suite 500  Alpharetta, Georgia 30022 

Phone (770) 475-2400   Fax (770) 475-2464 
claudia.wilson@cit.com 

GABB Member since 1996 
Company– CIT Small Business Lending Corporation 
Position- Senior Regional Account Manager 

With over 15 years of experience in all facets of Small Business Administration (SBA) lending, Claudia Wil-
son is an advocate for small business.  Claudia covers the Georgia marketplace for CIT Small Business Lend-
ing Corporation. 
 

 In addition to being a member of GABB, Claudia currently serves as the Chairperson for the Georgia SBA 
Advisory Council.   In her role, she acts as a liaison between the SBA and the small business community to 
help promote SBA programs throughout the state of Georgia.  She also serves on the Board of Directors and as 
Secretary for the Economic Development Corporation of Fulton County.  Claudia also serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Georgia Lenders Quality Circle.  She resides in Alpharetta with her  husband, David and sons, 
Nicholas who is seven and Connor who is five.       
 

 CIT offers SBA and conventional loans to finance business acquisitions, owner-occupied real estate purchases 
and medical and franchise start-ups. The nation's No.1 SBA lender, CIT is designated a "Preferred Lender" by 
the SBA and can provide quick credit decisions and loan closings. The company’s website and online SBA 
loan application are located at www.smallbizlending.com. 
 

 CIT Small Business Lending Loan Highlights for Business Brokers: 
• Borrower down-payments as low as 15% of the total project cost 
• Cash flow-based lending vs. asset-based lending 
• Loan terms of 10 to 25 years depending on the assets included in the sale 
• 48-hour pre-qualification of the business for sale and the potential borrower 
• Experts in asset, stock, & ESOP financing provides you with a properly structured deal up front 
• Working capital financed with most business acquisition loans 
• Broker access to loan activity via www.s mallbizlending.com 
• Loan closings in as little as 30 days 
 

 SBA Program Update!!  Please note recent changes to the SBA 7(a) loan program.  Effective October 1, 
2004, the US Small Business Administration (SBA) issued Policy Notice 5000-931 in response to Continuing 
Resolution H.J. Res.107 (CR) passed on September 29 that extends the federal government's operations 
through November 20, 2004. 
Policy Notice 5000-931 was released to explain the changes and to announce the expiration of certain tempo-
rary statutory provisions regarding its programs. 
  7(a) Guarantee Limit: As of October 1, 2004, the maximum guarantee is $1.0 million. (The increase to 
$1.5 million that resulted from PL 108-217 was temporary only.)  
  Combination Financing/Piggyback Financing: Combination Financing is no longer allowed as of Octo-
ber 1, 2004. Any provisions concerning Combination Financing in Policy Notice 0000-1727 (April 2004) are 
no longer in effect. The SBA's practice that allowed "piggyback financing" as defined in SOP 50-10-(4) has 
been suspended effective October 1, 2004 until further notice.  
  SBAExpress changes: The maximum loan amount for SBAExpress loans approved on or after October 1, 
2004 is $250,000 (as set forth in the SBAExpress program guide dated October 1, 2002).  
  Fees Total Loan Amount  Fees (of SBA guaranteed portion) 
  $150,000   2 percent 
 

   $150,001 to $700,000  3 percent 
 

   $700,001 +   3.5 percent 
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GABB TODAY 
Georgia Association of Business Brokers 
1414 Montreal Road 
Tucker, Georgia 30084-8140 

 

President: 
Patrick Hark ins 
770-649-7666 
 

Vice President: 
David Still. CBI 
770-962-8399 
 

Secretary: 
Art Lennig 
678-852-6228 
 

Treasurer: 
Greg DeFoor 
678-581-5966 
 

Directors: 
Gloria Hall 
404-843-2500 
Henry Hicks,CBI 
770-569-8880 
John Soublis 
770-454-9630 
 

Past President: 
Kathryne Pusch, CBC 
770-918-9390 

COMMITTEES: 
 

Education: 
Charles Jay, CBI, Chair 
478-477-6272 
 

BBMS: 
Henry Hicks, Chair 
770-569-8880 
 

Forms: 
Nick  Nicholson, CBI, Chair 
404-874-6262 
 

Membership: 
Gloria Hall 
404-843-2500 
Nick  Modares  
770-640-0010  
 

New Member Orientation: 
Jeff Merry 
770-534-6630 
Hank Tanner 
770-534-5868 
 

Monthly Speakers: 
David Still 
770-962-8399 

GABBMLS: 
Ken Stebbins 
Ariel  Gonzalez 
for info contact Henry Hicks 
 
GABB TODAY Newsletter: 
 
James Welch, Editor 
404-843-2500 
james.welch@metrobrokers.com 
 
Kristy Farrell, Production 
770-760-7595 
farre11s@yahoo.com 
 
Articles Due by the 5th 
 
Listings, Information, Members, 
and GABB Newsletter On-Line 
 
GABB Website: www.gabb.org 
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2005 DUES INVOICE 
 

Due no later than January 31, 2005 
 

Company or Individual Active Membership: $145.00 
Associate Member/ Agent of Active Member: $125.00 

Affiliate (Non-Brokerage) Membership: $125.00 
Agent of Affiliate Member $125.00 

 
Please make checks payable to GABB TREASURER,  

fill out requested information below 
 and mail to: 

DeFoor Services, Inc. 
68 Austin Ave. 

Marietta, Georgia 30060 
 

Complete your business DETAILS below: 
 

Your Name:___________________________Product/ Service if affiliate_______________ 

Active Member or Affiliate Member Company Name:_____________________________ 

Company Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Office Phone: ______________________________Fax Number:_______________________ 

Pager: _____________________________________Cell:______________________________ 

E-Mail Address: _____________________________Web Address:____________________ 

Spouses Name: _____________________________Home Phone:_____________________ 

 
“I am up-to-date in my GABB MLS payments.” ____________________________ 
        signature 
 

Not a member, but want to be?   
Contact Gloria Hall at 404-843-2500or Nick Modares at 770-640-0010 

for an application package. 


