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For Immediate Release:

Metro Atlanta Chamber’s Marketing Top Gun 

Addresses Georgia Association of Business Brokers 

Hans Gant Shares Secrets to Attracting New Companies, Industries and Thousands of Jobs with Statewide Business Broker Group  

ATLANTA, July 29, 2008 – What does it take to land a major new company and thousands of new jobs? Hans Gant knows. Gant, the Senior Vice President of Economic Development for the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, shares the secrets of his success during today’s meeting of the Georgia Association of Business Brokers, Inc. (GABB), a statewide group with almost 200 members.

Gant oversees marketing the 28-county Metro Atlanta region around the world to bring companies, jobs, and investment to Atlanta. Current economic development initiatives focus on attracting and growing corporate headquarters, Biotech, advanced telecommunications, information technology, logistics and computer software development companies. 

“The GABB takes seriously our responsibility to keep our members informed about potential business opportunities in and around Georgia,” said GABB President James Welch. “Hans Gant has his finger on the pulse of the state’s economic prosperity and his keen insights help keep us up to date.”

Over the past eight years, Gant and his colleagues at the Chamber have been involved in recruiting more than 300 companies to the region including the headquarters of such companies as GE Energy, Merial Pharmaceuticals, Newell Rubbermaid, Manhattan Associates, Novelis, Arby’s, Wipro and General Protecht.
Gant led the Chamber’s highly successful "Industries of the Mind" marketing campaign, which attracted 85 companies to locate in the Atlanta region and create nearly 10,000 high-value jobs. This initiative helped brand the region as a national technology center.

“Hans Gant’s efforts are deeply appreciated by all GABB members,” Welch commented. “The influx of new companies and jobs help stimulate our local economy and leads to many new business opportunities.” He continued, “That, in turn, can be the catalyst that helps us assist many former corporate executives finally realize their dream of entrepreneurship. By locating suitable businesses for purchase and helping arrange financing, we bring buyers and sellers together to get the deal done correctly and professionally the first time.”

Gant serves on the Boards of the Georgia Tech Economic Development Institute, Georgia Biomedical Partnership, Technology Association of Georgia, MIT Enterprise Forum of Atlanta, Georgia Economic Development Association (GEDA) and Georgia Foreign Trade Zone, Inc. He is also a member of the Association for Corporate Growth (ACG) Atlanta, CoreNet Global, International Economic Development Council (IEDC), Urban Land Institute, German American Chamber of Commerce of the Southern United States, and Industrial Asset Management Council (IAMC). 

Prior to joining the Metro Atlanta Chamber in February 1999, Gant served as Executive Director of the Hampton Roads, Virginia Economic Development Alliance, a regional economic development partnership made up of six local governments and their business community. There he focused on recruiting new industries and business to the Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Williamsburg metropolitan area. 

Before moving to Virginia, Gant held several leadership positions in Columbus, Ga., including Vice President of Economic Development for the Columbus, Georgia Chamber of Commerce; Director of City Planning for the City of Columbus and Vice President of Real Estate Development for the Jordan Company. 

 

The Georgia Association of Business Brokers, GABB, is a not-for-profit, statewide membership organization committed to establishing and maintaining an environment and support structure for success and professionalism in the business brokerage industry. GABB actively encourages each member to achieve his or her highest potential by promoting education, integrity, community responsibility, leadership, professionalism, and productivity. 

The GABB meets on the last Tuesday of each month from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Please note the July meeting will be held at the Hilton Atlanta Northeast, 5993 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Norcross, GA 30092. For more information please visit www.GABB.org. 
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